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West Virginia coach Dana Holgorsen

Opening Statement 
Obviously, I just couldn’t be more proud of our team for having the courage to go out there and do that in the second half. It’s a 
weird game. I felt like we were able to move the ball, we just couldn’t get points on the board for a number of reasons. Kansas 
State is pretty good. Their defense is pretty good, well-coached. They are hard to beat. Much like last week, fi nding a way to 
win is the most important thing. You’ve got to be able to do some things right in all three phases in order for that to happen. I 
challenged the guys at halftime. It felt like we were down a lot more than we were. Just reminded them that we were only down 
13. It’s going to take a team effort to go out there and fi gure out a way to win by one. Went out there in the second half and we 
did enough in all three phases to be able to win by one. It’s a heck of a feeling. Proud of the guys. This team knows how to play 
together. Probably, the thing that I’ve fi gured out more than anything the last two weeks is it’s a group that likes each other, plays 
hard for each other and knows how to play together. That’ll win you a lot of games. That’ll win you a lot of games. Everybody is 
happy about the 4-0 start, but we’ve got a lot of work to do. It’s a long season and we’ll try to fi gure some things out next week. 

On what was the difference in the second half defensively 
Played harder. We just played harder. The crowd got into it, juiced us up and we got some momentum. Just played harder. Got 
to the ball. It looked to me like, I’m sure Gibby (Tony Gibson) will have more answers than I will, but it just looked to me like guys 
just were playing harder and got there quicker and made some plays. 

On if there were some changes to help the tackles during pass protection
They can get up the fi eld. It seems like every week we’re facing guys that can get to the quarterback. 75 (Jordan Willis) is a 
great player, been playing Kansas State for a long time. He came off the edge in person probably better than what I witnessed 
on video. We were struggling a little bit. I probably got a little impatient in the second quarter and probably got away from the run 
a little bit too much. Called just pure drop back passes probably a little too much, and they struggled with that. Our gameplan is 
to be able to keep them off balance, to do things in the run game, play action and to do some motion and movements to be able 
to help those guys out. We got back to that in the second half. 

On Skyler Howard’s performance on the fi nal scoring drive
Yeah, he made a play. I don’t think he did a very good job of that throughout the course of the game. He’s capable of more than 
what I saw out of him. He was a little too worried about what was going on in front of him and was in a bad place in the second 
quarter. He settled down. I thought he missed some throws; probably can chalk it up to just trying too hard. He wanted to win this 
one pretty bad. He does a good job of keeping the play alive. He kept that one alive and kept his eyes down fi eld. Jovon (Duran-
te) got in the back corner of the end zone. It’s something we practice a lot. Unfortunately, we haven’t executed that as consis-
tently, but that was a pretty opportune time to do it.
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Kansas State coach Bill Snyder

On the biggest reason for the loss
I think it was a combination of things. I thought we played well defensively. I thought we struggled offensively in the 
second half when we had to have some movement. (We) couldn’t get fi rst downs. We did get the ball downfi eld but 
once we got across midfi eld we just hit a stone well. The execution was not as good as it needs to be, and a variety 
of other things. Most of it I have to see on tape. At the end of the day, we just probably didn’t move the ball like we 
should. 

On the second half offensive troubles
There were some communication issues, but I think it was execution as much as anything. Once again, you have to 
take your hats off to West Virginia. I thought they played awfully well defensively. They do some things... we had some 
confusion out there. It’s a number of things. Most of it we’ll have to see on tape. 

On the impact of settling for fi eld goals over touchdowns in the fi rst half
That’s frustrating to me. When you talk about a team, I’ve addressed that with our players and coaches all week, that 
has been very prolifi c in being able to score once we got the ball in the redzone. I was concerned because West Vir-
ginia’s done a nice job there. Obviously we didn’t. It’s frustrating for sure. Part of it is execution, once again. 

On the offense’s execution on third downs
I don’t even know what the stats were. Probably not very good. Eight out of 18. Not as good as we would like to be. 
The national average is 40-some odd percent - I guess that’s what that is. I know we can be a lot better and should be 
a lot better. We ended up punting balls too much, I know that. 

On the play of special teams and redzone defense
Like I said - I’m repeating myself here - but we played well defensively and kept them out of the endzone in the fi rst 
half. (We) kept them out most of the time in the second half. Special teams, we were up and down. We did some good 
things. I thought we got a return or two that were decent. We didn’t get any punt returns and part of that was we didn’t 
execute well or block well enough from that standpoint. I thought we did pretty good with our kickoff return and kickoff 
coverage with the exception of hitting one out of bounds to put the ball at the 35 - I think they scored following that. It 
was kind of a mixed bag.


