
West Virginia Head Coach Bob Huggins 

 

On scoring performance 

We have better shooters this year. It’s pretty simple. You look like a pretty good 

offensive coach when the ball goes in. When it doesn’t go in, you don’t look so good. 

We’re trying to become a better rebounding team. It takes some time. 

 

On zone defense 

We were kind of lethargic starting out. We tried to play a little bit of half-court trap to get 

them to play faster. I thought if we were going to work on that, then we needed to try 

some 1-3-1 defense too, just to work on it. I told them coming in that this game was about 

us working on us and us getting better. That was the focus of the couple days that we had 

to get ready.  

 

I don’t know if we accomplished it. We were able to work on some things, which was 

good. I like these games. They’re a little more relaxing. I have (sophomore guard) Eron 

Harris out there drawing up plays. I’m starting to think I might not be needed as much. 

 

We don’t understand the rotations that we have to make. Honestly, we haven’t spent a lot 

of time playing 1-3-1. This may be a better half court trapping team than anything. We’re 

going to keep throwing it out there a little bit. Hopefully people will spend some more 

time preparing for us instead of preparing themselves. 

 

On officiating 

Every crew is different. You would hope that it would be consistent but it hasn’t been as 

great as you’d want it to be. I said before that it’s hard on them. It’s a pretty drastic 

change from the way things have been for a long time. They’re trying to figure it out like 

we’re trying to figure it out. You have different interpretations of what a foul is.  

 

It’s never going to be a non-contact game. You can’t put ten guys that big, strong and fast 

in that confined of an area and expect them not to bump into each other. You will never 

change that. I think the emphasis was trying to score more points. There was a game 

when 102 free throws were shot. If we’re doing that for the television, I’m not sure that’s 

what the viewers want to see. I’m not sure if it will work, but it’s not going to change so 

we have to adjust.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presbyterian Head Coach Gregg Nibert 

 

Opening Statement 

At the ten minute mark in the first half we had them right where we wanted them. We 

wanted to finish the game right there. He (West Virginia head coach Bob Huggins) did a 

great job, Huggins is a tremendous coach. We wanted to keep to our pace and slow the 

game down. Unfortunately, we took some ill-advised shots. I thought they (West 

Virginia) did a tremendous job of going to the 1 - 3 – 1 zone, which really caused us 

some problems. Their defense, combined with our quick shots, really took us out of the 

game. It is a credit to the defense and our lack of experience. We had a good pace but 

then could not keep up.  I do not know if we scored in the last eight to ten minutes, but it 

is a credit to their unbelievable defense. He (West Virginia Coach Bob Huggins) has a 

heck of a team. We tried to do everything we could to try to stop (West Virginia junior 

guard) Juwan Staten and (West Virginia sophomore guard) Eron Harris. Despite our 

attempts they were still 7 – 10 and 7 – 15. They are two tremendous guards that could be 

top two at their position in the country, in terms of how they complement each other. 

Huggins also has a great 3- point shooting team, along with a great bench. My hats off to 

them. I think they will be nationally ranked sooner rather than later.  

 

On shooting ability of West Virginia 

You look at their shooting percentages and they are 55 to 60 percent from field goal 

range, and around 50 percent from the three. They have a great team that runs a solid 

offense. (West Virginia) also has size down low, but the big guys can also shoot the 

three. By being able to hit the 15 footer they spread you out. They have two of the best 

guards in (West Virginia junior guard) Juwan Staten and (West Virginia sophomore 

guard) Eron Harris. With (West Virginia junior guard) Juwan Staten he drives effectively 

and it takes two guys to cover him. He is an unbelievable player and they (West Virginia) 

play very unselfish. Obviously with Coach Huggins they are going to play great defense 

not matter if it is man–to- man or the zone they went to tonight.   

 


